February 9, 2022

I am a former preschool teacher, par-
ent advocate, and school board mem-
ber. But let’s be honest, you don’t need
classroom experience to see that right
now the very last thing we should be
doing is denying schools the tools and
resources to help kids learn safely. The
data is clear. We have real work to do
to help our students make up for an in-
credibly tough 2 years.

Now, Democrats actually passed leg-
islation—the American Rescue Plan—
which invests specifically in helping
our students recover academically and
mentally. The proposal from the Sen-
ator from Arkansas would put our stu-
dents’ recovery and safe in-person
learning in jeopardy. It would take
those important public health deci-
sions, which should be based on local
conditions, away from those commu-
nities and slash funding for students
and schools right when they need us
the most.

Now is not the time to pull the rug
out from under students in schools.
Parents, educators, and, most of all,
kids have been through enough. I ob-
ject.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

The Senator from Arkansas.

Mr. COTTON. Mr. President, I would
simply reply to the remarks of the Sen-
ator from Washington, she asserted
that I or others who oppose these mask
mandates think that we know better.
That is the whole point, though. It is
not that we think we know better; I
think that you, as a parent, know bet-
ter. You know what is best for your
child—not some Democratic politician,
not some liberal superintendent, not
some neurotic public health obsessive.

And, apparently, the Democrats have
no problem using these Federal funds
when it suits their neurotic policies.
After all, the Department of Education
last year threatened Federal funding
for States and schools that did not per-
mit mask mandates. The whole point
of this exercise is this: the Democrats
who think they know better than par-
ents to make the choices for the par-
ents’ kids.

I am disappointed today that my
Democratic colleagues want to con-
tinue to see kids forced to wear masks
in schools across America, but, trust
me, change is coming one way or an-
other. It will be because Democratic
politicians, like Gavin Newsom, run for
the hills or because the American peo-
ple repudiate them all in November.

I yield the floor.

———
EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of the following
nomination, which the clerk will re-
port.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Scott A. Nathan, of Massa-
chusetts, to be Chief Executive Officer
of the United States International De-
velopment Finance Corporation.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the Nathan nomination?

Mr. CARDIN. I ask for yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from New Mexico (Mr. LUJAN)
is necessarily absent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Wyoming (Mr. BARRASSO), the
Senator from Missouri (Mr. HAWLEY),
and the Senator from South Dakota
(Mr. ROUNDS).

The result was announced—yeas 72,
nays 24, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 43 Ex.]

YEAS—T2
Baldwin Grassley Reed
Bennet Hagerty Risch
Blumenthal Hassan Romney
Blunt Heinrich Rosen
Booker Hickenlooper Sanders
Brown Hirono Sasse
Burr Kaine Schatz
Cantwell Kelly Schumer
Capito Kennedy Shaheen
Cardin King Sinema
Carper Klobuchar Smith
Casey Leahy Stabenow
Cassidy Manchin Sullivan
Collins Markey Tester
Coons McConnell Thune
Cornyn Menendez Tillis
Cortez Masto Merkley Toomey
Cramer Murkowski Van Hollen
Crapo Murphy Warner
Duckworth Murray Warnock
Durbin Ossoff Warren
Feinstein Padilla Whitehouse
Gillibrand Peters Wyden
Graham Portman Young

NAYS—24
Blackburn Hoeven Moran
Boozman Hyde-Smith Paul
Braun Inhofe Rubio
Cotton Johnson Scott (FL)
Cruz Lankford Scott (SC)
Daines Lee Shelby
Ernst Lummis Tuberville
Fischer Marshall Wicker

NOT VOTING—4

Barrasso Lujan
Hawley Rounds

The nomination was confirmed.

(Mr. CASEY assumed the Chair.)

(Mr. HEINRICH assumed the Chair.)

The PRESIDING OFFICER. (Mr.
HICKENLOOPER). Under the previous
order, the motion to reconsider is con-
sidered made and laid upon the table,
and the President will be immediately
notified of the Senate’s action.

———

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-

S587

nation of Executive Calendar No. 498, Doug-
las R. Bush, of Virginia, to be an Assistant
Secretary of the Army.

Charles E. Schumer, Jack Reed, Sheldon
Whitehouse, Richard Blumenthal,
Catherine Cortez Masto, Richard J.
Durbin, Jacky Rosen, Margaret Wood
Hassan, Mark Kelly, Benjamin L.
Cardin, Brian Schatz, Debbie Stabe-
now, Angus S. King, Jr., Patrick J.
Leahy, Martin Heinrich, Tim Kaine,
Gary C. Peters, Chris Van Hollen.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Douglas R. Bush, of Virginia, to be
an Assistant Secretary of the Army,
shall be brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from New Mexico (Mr. LUJAN)
is necessarily absent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Wyoming (Mr. BARRASSO) and the
Senator from South Dakota (Mr.
ROUNDS).

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 95,
nays 2, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 44 Ex.]

YEAS—95
Baldwin Grassley Peters
Bennet Hagerty Portman
Blackburn Hassan Reed
Blumenthal Heinrich Risch
Blunt Hickenlooper Romney
Booker Hirono Rosen
Boozman Hoeven Rubio
Braun Hyde-Smith Sanders
Brown Inhofe Sasse
Burr Johnson
Cantwell Kaine zgﬁi‘rﬁ er
Capito Kelly Scott (SC)
Cardin Kennedy Shaheen
Carper King Shelby
Casey Klobuchar Sinema
Cassidy Lankford .
Collins Leahy Smith
Coons Lee StabAenow
Cornyn Lummis Sullivan
Cortez Masto Manchin Tester
Cotton Markey Thune
Cramer Marshall Tillis
Crapo McConnell Toomey
Cruz Menendez Tuberville
Daines Merkley Van Hollen
Duckworth Moran Warner
Durbin Murkowski Warnock
Ernst Murphy Warren
Feinstein Murray Whitehouse
Fischer Ossoff Wicker
Gillibrand Padilla Wyden
Graham Paul Young

NAYS—2
Hawley Scott (FL)

NOT VOTING—3

Barrasso Lujan Rounds

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 95, the nays are 2.

The motion is agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Rhode Island.
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Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that upon dis-
position of the Bush nomination, the
Senate vote on confirmation of the
Coffey nomination.
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